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CLASS AGENDA 

•Check-in: how’s everyone doing?
• Facilitated discussion
•Overview of key concepts
• Learning activity 
•Next steps…



HOW ARE  
YOU?  

A N Y  I S S U E S , C O N C E R N S , 
C E L E B R AT I O N S , Q U E S T I O N S , 
P R OVO C AT I O N S , D E S I R E S  T H AT  
W E  S H O U L D  K N O W  A B O U T ?

Image by Ronak Valobobhai via Unsplash, 
shared under the Unsplash license. 

https://unsplash.com/photos/4qHWTuP_RLw


FACILITATED DISCUSSION 

Image by Volodymyr Hryshchenko via Unsplash, shared under the Unsplash license. 

https://unsplash.com/photos/V5vqWC9gyEU


HUMAN VS. NON-HUMAN RESEARCH

Human Subjects Non-Human Subjects

Living individuals with whom an 
investigator obtains data or private 
information through intervention or 
interaction for research purposes.

Non-living sources such as newspapers, 
historical documents, clinical notes, 
films, buildings, and letters among other 
objects obtained for research purposes. 

At what point does a non-human subject become human? 
Does this change how we think about research ethics?  

Image by Sixteen Miles Out via Unsplash, shared under the Unsplash license. 

https://unsplash.com/photos/0I75875sRVU


AN UNETHICAL 
HISTORY OF 

CONTEMPORARY 
RESEARCH ETHICS

• Nuremberg Code of 1947
created ten points defining 
legitimate research. 

• National Research Act of 1974 
created the National 
Commission for the Protection 
of Human Subjects in 
Biomedical and Behavioral 
Research. 

• The Hunter College Human 
Research Protection Program 
(HRPP) Office Image by Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

What is the IRB, why do we need it, and how 
is it not enough?

https://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-exhibitions/special-focus/doctors-trial/nuremberg-code
https://www.cdc.gov/tuskegee/after.htm
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/irb
https://www.cdc.gov/tuskegee/timeline.htm


PROTECTIONIST DISCOURSES AND 
VULNERABLE RESEARCH POPULATIONS 

• Ethical research will always minimize harm (physical 
and psychological) and maximize beneficence. 

• Not all participants are considered equally 
competent nor legally allowed to consent to 
participate in research. 

• People from vulnerable populations may be at risk of 
experiencing undue influence or coercion.

How are protectionist discourses that make it 
difficult for certain people to participate in 

research both necessary and harmful?

Vulnerable Populations 

According to Hunter College IRB “subjects that 
are minors, prisoners, fetuses, pregnant women 
or individuals that have a diminished mental 
capacity are considered vulnerable subjects.”



INFORMED CONSENT 

A person’s voluntary agreement to participate in research based on full 
understanding of the research, including the possible risks and benefits involved. 

Often involving a consent form and/or presentation to the community. 

• What’s the difference between anonymity and 
confidentiality?

• What are some unique ethical dilemmas that social 
workers may face? 

• Consent form from last year’s MSW student research 
project.

Image by Pixabay, shared under the Pixabay license. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xaCAvLS8u5__jvYxqjyceCJQfw8xXv-8ATU6USFDy4o/edit?usp=sharing
https://pixabay.com/photos/agree-english-consent-contract-1728448/


ETHICS AT THE 
MICRO, MESO, AND 

MACRO LEVELS

Micro 
(individual)

Meso 
(group)

Macro
(society)

Social work researchers are 
implicated in ethical issues at 
all levels, sometimes multiple 

levels at once.



EPISTEMIC OPPRESSION, EXPLOITATION, 
& VIOLENCE

• What does Dr. Dotson mean by epistemic oppression? 

• What is the “double bind” that Dr. Dotson refers to and why is 
it a particularly injurious form of epistemic oppression?

• How is epistemic oppression different from epistemic 
exploitation? 

• What is our role as social workers in disrupting this epistemic 
oppression, exploitation, and violence? 

Dr. Kristie Dotson
Check out this article by Dr. Nora Berenstain on epistemic exploitation!

https://lsa.umich.edu/philosophy/people/faculty/kldotson.html
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/ergo/12405314.0003.022/--epistemic-exploitation?rgn=main;view=fulltext


LEARNING ACTIVITY 

In small groups, review the ethical 
scenario assigned to you and 
identify the ethical dilemma(s). 
How might you respond to this 
issue and why? What are the 
pros/cons to your decision? 



NEXT WEEK

Session Date Topic Assignments Due

7 10/20 Writing and Web Design Workshop Come prepared


